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Connecting to the Upstate.

AN INTERNATIONAL BEACON

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Japanese companies represent 11% of the foreign-affiliated companies in Upstate South Carolina. For three of 
the last five years, South Carolina has ranked #1 nationwide in attracting jobs through foreign investment, 
according to IBM-PLI Global Location Trends. Today, more than 55 Japanese companies call the Upstate of 
South Carolina home including companies such as Fujifilm, AFL, JTEKT, Toray and many others.

• Over the past five years, Japanese companies have invested more than $3.6 Billion in SC

• Companies based in Japan employ 16,300 workers in SC, representing 12.4% of the total international 
employment in the state

• The Upstate is home to the North American Manufacturing and Research & Development Headquarters 
of FUJIFILM Corporation & JTEKT’s North American Operational Headquarters

• In 2014, Tokyo-based Toray Industries announced a $1 billion investment in the Upstate

“South Carolina offers Toray Industries an ideal location for our next North American manufacturing facility. Here 
we will have proximity to major customers, both in the U.S. and in Latin American markets. We appreciate the 
great working relationship we have established with the state and local officials, and we look forward to becoming 
part of the South Carolina business community.” -Akihiro Nikkaku, president of Toray Industries

Exports from South Carolina to Japan
RANK NAICS (North American Industrial Classification System) 2015 DOLLARS 2015 YEN

1 336--TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT $1,151,577,053 ¥118,935,185,743

2 325--CHEMICALS $169,873,799 ¥17,543,876,658

3 333--MACHINERY, EXCEPT ELECTRICAL $116,023,294 ¥11,982,415,013

4 326--PLASTICS & RUBBER PRODUCTS $92,119,889 ¥9,513,768,338

5 335--ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, APPLIANCES & COMPONENTS $87,662,038 ¥9,054,716,619

All Others $185,375,579 ¥19,147,664,989

TOTAL $1,802,631,652 ¥186,174,851,299

Japan is one of South Carolina’s largest trading partners. In 2015, Japan was our fifth largest partner in imports and sixth largest partner for 
exports. Japanese imports have been increasing steadily over the last five years, topping out at 8.7% growth over 2014 (U.S. Census Bureau). 
This trend is likely to continue as South Carolina posted record export sales in 2015, for the sixth straight year (U.S. Department of Commerce).

In 2005, South Carolina opened a state satellite offi ce in Shanghai to serve the growing market in Asia and 
strengthen the relationship in Asian investments. In 2013, the State of South Carolina further strengthened its 
presence in Asia with the opening of an offi ce in Tokyo, Japan.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

Source: Foreign Trade Division, U.S. Census Bureau

• International Center of the Upstate
Provides cultural, educational 
and social programs

• Japan America Association of South Carolina
Fosters relationships between 
South Carolina and Japan

Other Support:
• SEUS Japan Association

Fosters relationships between Southeast 
US and Japan

• Japanese Saturday School
Provides supplementary education for 
children of Japanese expatriates

• Furman Place of Peace
Home to a Japanese temple gifted to 
the University from the Tsuzuki family
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Located in the northwestern corner of South Carolina, the Upstate connects two 
of the largest cities in the Southeastern United States: Charlotte and Atlanta. This 
10-county region is home to some of the world’s most forward thinking companies, 
including world leaders in the development and application of cutting-edge technolo-
gies in a multitude of industries, and provides an unmatched quality of life to its 1.37 
million residents. 

Home to more than 500 foreign-owned firms, the Upstate offers a welcoming and supportive 
locale for international business. Our diverse portfolio of businesses includes world leaders 
such as BMW, GE, Fujifilm, Michelin, Milliken, and Lockheed Martin and continues to grow with 
the announcement of more than 100 new and expanding companies since 2015.

GLOBAL 
BUSINESS 
ENVIRONMENT

BUSINESS MOVES HERE

TOP INDUSTRIES

Automotive 
First and Second Tier Automotive Suppliers, Advanced Powertrain,  
Efficient Vehicular Systems, Networked Vehicles, Niche OEMs 

With over 350 automotive-related companies, including major OEM’s like BMW, Freightliner, and Proterra, and the 
world-renowned Clemson University International Center for Automotive Research (CU-ICAR), Upstate South Carolina is 
a global leader in automotive manufacturing and research.

Biosciences
Medical Devices, Clinical Testing, Contract R&D, Biomaterials

An exceptional research foundation coupled with our strengths in advanced manufacturing make the Upstate an ideal 
location for advancing the frontiers of medicine. Our biosciences industry is growing steadily, supported by our hospital 
systems, research universities and private industry. 

Advanced Materials
Metalworking, Plastics, Advanced Textiles, Optoelectronics

Advanced materials manufacturing and research has deep roots in Upstate South Carolina. As the industry changed, so 
did we. Today the Upstate develops and produces innovative materials in the areas of plastics, optics/photonics, textiles 
and metals used as the building blocks for some of the world’s most complex products. Driving the research is Clemson 
University and its Advanced Materials Center, home to one of the nation’s highest-resolution electron microscopes. 

Aerospace
Aerospace Suppliers, Parts Manufacturing, Avionics, UAVs

Our proximity to OEMs such as Boeing, Gulfstream and Airbus, coupled with the Upstate’s synergies in mobility and 
materials research and manufacturing, make us an attractive location for companies in the growing aerospace industry. 
Our large concentration of engineers and collection of aerospace-related training programs will make sure you have the 
people you need to excel. 

124 Verdae Blvd, Suite 202, Greenville, SC 29607 • 864.283.2300 • www.upstateSCalliance.com

The Upstate SC Alliance is a public/private regional economic development organization designed to market the dynamic commerce-rich northwestern corner of South Carolina.


